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It is a pivotal time for Ohio’s children services system. Federal and state policy changes that go into effect in the next
biennial budget are aimed at transforming the system. However, transforming a system that greatly needs it without
: o new resources will only bring failure. Ohio must get this right, which means we
Links to Budget Priorities need to align new policy requirements with new local resources in order to

{l overview ensure that kids can remain safely with their families, that children can be placed

9 Funding Gaps in the most appropriate setting, and that the most effective services can be

Ll e s ke e provided to reduce trauma in children’s lives. Public Children Services

1] Family First Act Association of Ohio is joining with the County Commissioners Association

1 Kinship of Ohio to request $50 million per year for counties so that they can
support kin caregivers, maximize Family First opportunities, and offset
increased placement costs.

9l state Child Protection Allocation

Within months of the SFY22-23 budget taking effect, Ohio will
implement a transformational federal child welfare law called the
Family First Prevention Services Act. Through dramatic funding
changes, Family First puts the focus on preventing children from
entering foster care, and recognizes that most families can provide
safe and loving care when offered needed services in such areas as
mental health, substance abuse treatment, and parenting skills. When
foster care is necessary, Family First requires that children be placed in
the least restrictive, most family-like setting appropriate for their
needs. In cases where residential care remains the best option, Family
First seeks to improve the oversight of that care, and to ensure that
residential facilities provide quality, trauma-informed, clinical supports.

Reducing Institutional Placements

Family First will end federal reimbursement of placement costs for children placed in institutional settings that fail to
meet a new standard called a Qualified Residential Treatment Program (QRTP). Institutional settings must meet specific
standards to be a QRTP such as providing trauma-informed services, 24/7 access to clinical staff, accreditation from a
national body, engaging families throughout treatment, and ensuring up to six months of aftercare services.

It is estimated that one-fourth to one-half of residential centers will not meet the new federal standard by Oct. 1,
2021, and the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services has granted these facilities a three-year extension to
become a QRTP. PCSAs can still place children in these institutions, but federal reimbursement will be prohibited. State
resources are needed to assist counties with the loss of federal reimbursement for non-QRTPs (estimated between $18
and $25 million per year) and the anticipated increase in placement costs as Ohio implements the new, more
expensive, residential requirements.

Preventing Children from Entering Foster Care

Starting Oct. 1, 2021, the federal government will begin matching up to half the costs for specific evidence-based
mental health, substance abuse and parenting services for families of children at risk of entering foster care. Services
can be provided for up to a year. There are no income eligibility requirements and no restriction on the number of
times a family receives services. Federal funds will pay up to half the cost of these services (and all costs through the
end of the Public Health Emergency). State resources are needed for the ongoing match of the prevention services,
and also to address capacity of the services across the state so that children in every county have the same opportunity
to remain with their family rather than enter foster care, regardless of local resources. Limited funds are currently
available to pay for the match, but at some point during the biennium, the match will fall to counties. Both the
children services and private behavioral health workforces are insufficient with current resources to meet the demand
for expanding services statewide.
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Family First Prevention Services Act
Ohio’s Five Prevention Services

Ohio has selected five evidence-based prevention services that initially will be eligible for federal reimbursement:

Multisystemic Therapy (MST), Functional Family Therapy (FFT), Ohio START, Healthy Families America (HFA) and -
Parents as Teachers (PAT).

Ohio will determine when to Ehase in additional evidence-based irevention services slated to include Triple P,
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