
ODJFS - OFC 
 

PCSAO webinar (8-14-15) follow up Q and A 
8/20/2015 

PCSAO webinar (8-14-15) follow up Q and A 

IV-E rules: specify/amend to allow overnights as reimbursable (what about respite?) 

A child spending the night at a friend’s house for less than a 24 hour period is a social 

activity, not a respite or a leave.  It should be viewed no different than a child being away 

from the foster home to play in a baseball game or attend the fair.  These are enrichment, 

extracurricular and social activities.  The intent is to allow the child to be treated more like 

other youth. These types of activities do not impact foster care reimbursability as long as 

agencies follow the requirements in 5101:2-47-16. 

Visitation: Can another county do a face-to-face and count it? 

No, the agency that holds custody of the child and decision-making authority over the case 

is the agency that must complete the required monthly visits. 

 

Out-of-state or country placements: Would German AFB be covered similar to ICPC with no 

requirement to do monthly visit? 

The agency would need to contact ISS-USA, similar to ICPC in that it handles placement 

services across country lines.  On their website www.iss-usa.org you can see the many cross-

border services they provide.  One of those services is post-placement follow-up, as they 

will check on adoptive and kinship placements in other countries, and provide written 

reports documenting the child's health, safety and well-being, as well as how all parties are 

adjusting to the placement.  They also provide technical assistance if any additional 

referrals or services are needed for the placement.  Agencies are able to refer a case for 

service to ISS-USA through their website or call 443-451-1200.   

 

New PPLA guidance to be released Aug. 17 

FCASPL 290 was released on epublications on 8/17/15 

 

Need phone number for AWOL reporting 

The phone # is 1-800-THE-LOST.  The web address for National Center for Missing and 

Exploited Children (NCMEC) is http://cmfc.missingkids.org/home.  A handout created 

from pages on the NCMEC site is also attached. 

Outreach to law enforcement; understanding that agency where child is placed will be contacted? 

The following is on the NCMEC site: 

Federal law requires law enforcement agencies to respond in a specific way, regardless of the 

reason why a child is missing. Law enforcement agencies are prohibited from establishing or 

maintaining a waiting period before accepting a missing child report, and must promptly enter 

http://www.iss-usa.org/
http://cmfc.missingkids.org/home
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information regarding a missing child into the NCIC system within two hours of receiving a 

report (42 U.S.C. §5780). For further related information, refer to the information listed in the 

Legal Resources for Runaway Children section.  

If you encounter any difficulties making a report to law enforcement or having information 

entered about a child missing from care into NCIC, contact NCMEC at CMFC@ncmec.org or 

1-800-THE-LOST® (1-800-843-5678), or your state missing child clearinghouse. 

Also as a follow up to the webinar we have contacted the Ohio Attorney General’s office 

(who is our state’s missing child clearinghouse) to see what type of information on the 

Federal Law change has been shared with law enforcement agencies. 

Add tab in SACWIS on AWOL and requirements to document vs. activity log 

OFC Policy is working with the SACWIS team to develop an enhancement to the system 

with regards to documenting AWOLs. 

 

If f2f visit with child is recommended after return from AWOL, can private agency do this? Can 

they enter it into SACWIS? 

Neither the Federal Law nor the OAC rule (5101:2-42-88) speaks to a required face to face 

visit after a return from AWOL. Custodial agencies are required to document specific 

information into the child's case record when the child returns from AWOL. Per 5101:2-

42-88, when the child returns from AWOL, the custodial agency is to address and 

document in the child's case record the following information: 

 The circumstances that contributed to the child running away or being absent from 

care. When possible, these factors shall be considered when determining subsequent 

placements. 

 The events or experiences that took place while the child was AWOL, including if 

the child is found to be a sex trafficking victim. The PCSA shall follow procedural 

requirements pursuant to rule 5101:2-36-12 of the Administrative Code. The PCPA 

shall report any allegations of abuse or neglect to the PCSA.   

The rule does not specify how this information is to be obtained; just that it is documented 

in the case file.  Therefore, if the private agency goes out to talk to the child and obtains the 

needed answers, they need to get the information to the custodial to enter into SACWIS.  If 

the private agency completes a visit with the child to do this, then the custodial agency 

needs to ensure that they have completed the required monthly visits with that child. For 

example, a child was seen by their PCSA caseworker on 8-18-15, goes AWOL on 8-25-15, 

and returns on 9-2-15. The PCSA asks the private agency to go out and talk with the child 

about the AWOL. The private agency visits with the child on 9-5-15 to discuss the elements 

http://www.missingkids.com/LegalResources/Runaway
mailto:CMFC@ncmec.org
http://www.missingkids.com/Clearinghouses
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above, and gives the documentation to the PCSA to enter into SACWIS.  The PCSA would 

still need to make a visit to that child in September to meet the required monthly visitation.   

Another useful tool to assist agencies in assessing if a child has been found to be a sex 

trafficking victim is the Human Trafficking Screening Tool developed by the Ohio Human 

Trafficking Task Force.  This tool is located at 

http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Initiatives/HumanTraficking/2013-human-

traffricking-screening-tool.pdf.  

Any medical follow-up requirements after AWOL? 

OAC rule 5101:2-42-66.1 “Comprehensive Health Care for Children in Placement” only 

requires a medical screening within five working days after a child’s most recent 

placement.  If a child returns from AWOL and is placed in a new placement then a medical 

screening would need to be completed within 5 working days.  This rule also speaks to 

addition health care requirements (i.e. annual physical exams) so if a child missed a 

required exam due to being AWOL and then return to the same placement, due or overdue 

exams would need to be completed.  Agencies may want to consider completing a medical 

follow up on children who are AWOL for a long period of time or if the agency has any 

concerns about the health of the child upon his or her return. 

 

Inform ODJFS if courts aren't following the new PPLA age requirement! 

Yes, if you find this to be the case, please contact Karen McGormley at 

Karen.McGormley@jfs.ohio.gov.  

 

PCSAs asked to provide Elaine with one point of contact for IL. 

Elaine can be reached at Elaine.Early-Hall@jfs.ohio.gov  

 

Challenges for youth with severe BH/DD issues who can't return home: Guidance for legal staff? 

A data pull from SACWIS in June 2015 showed that 36 counties have between 1 to 15 

children under the age of 16 who may be affected by P.L. 113-183.  Children impacted are 

children who after 9/29/15 have not turned 16 by their next annual court hearing.  Agencies 

can pull their own data on these children by using the Children Needing Permanency 

report in SACWIS under the Administration tab.  To run the report for this purpose, 

agencies should complete the following on the parameters page: 

• Agency – select your agency from the dropdown box 

• Age Range from – type in “0” (zero) 

• Age Range to – type in “15” 

• Custody Type – select PPLA from the dropdown 

• Generate the report 

http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Initiatives/HumanTraficking/2013-human-traffricking-screening-tool.pdf
http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Initiatives/HumanTraficking/2013-human-traffricking-screening-tool.pdf
mailto:Karen.McGormley@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:Elaine.Early-Hall@jfs.ohio.gov
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Agency staff should work with their legal staff to determine for each individual child 

impacted, what the best other permanency option is.  This can include requesting 

permanency custody; reunifying the child with a parent or a relative; placing the child into 

temporary or legal custody of a relative or non-relative caregiver. As agencies are able to 

pull the data, it is recommended that agencies start considering the best option for these 

children as soon as possible. 

58% compliance with NYTD and need to be at 60% -- what is the penalty for noncompliance?  

The Chafee Foster Care Independence Program (CFCIP) funds are subject to penalty in 

accordance with area of violation. Such as, Penalty for not meeting file submission 

standards can be up to 2.5% of the funds subject to a penalty for each reporting period 

which ACF makes a final determination that the State agency’s data file does not comply. 

Data submission Errors can be penalized at 1.25% for each submission. 0.5% penalty for 

not meeting the participation standard. All of these penalties can be totaled into one 

penalty amount.  

 


