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recommendaTions 
The Public Children Services Association of Ohio provides 
support, leadership and advocacy for its member Public 
Children Services Agencies (PCSAs).  This includes 
maintaining a focus on how federal, state and county 
decisions impact child welfare policy, practice and public 
resources in pursuit of positive child and family outcomes.  
Every two years, the membership of PCSAO establishes its 
biennial budget priority and other initiatives to be pursued 
collectively; below are the 2015-2016 priorities.

for ohio policymakers
FOundATiOnAl PRiORiTy
invest in abused and neglected children.  PCSAs 
respond to 100,000 reports of abuse and neglect per 
year, serve nearly 13,000 children in out-of-home care 
and work with families to increase child safety, well-being 
and permanency.  In order to continue and strengthen 
this work, Ohio should restore funds lost since 2008 by 
increasing the 523 State Child Protection Allocation line 
item to ensure that a basic level of state funding is available 
for all PCSAs, as currently the state contributes only 9 
percent of the overall child welfare expenditure.   

PRiORiTy iniTiATiveS
Pursue policy and resources for multi-system youth.  
Ohio’s child welfare system is often accessed as a means 
to providing care for multi-system youth (juvenile justice, 
mental health, developmental disabilities) – often too late 
to help many be successful.  Child welfare alone cannot 
address all the issues youth with multiple challenges have, 
and without other systems contributing, these youth end 
up in Ohio’s adult system, costing taxpayers even more.   
Working with PCSAs and other child-serving systems, Ohio 
should design an equitable, adequate, sustainable system 
of funding and accountability for multi-system youth.  

Address the behavioral health needs of children and 
families, including focusing on trauma and parental 
addiction, to help more families stay together.  Ohio 
should: 

•	 Maintain current Medicaid eligibility levels so that 
young adults and families can access the services they 
need, including mental health and addiction services

•	 Expand the array of behavioral health services under 
Medicaid for children and youth in the child welfare 
system, including psychiatric residential treatment 
facility, intensive home based treatment, wraparound, 
and trauma-informed care19

•	 Secure policy changes and necessary funding to 
implement identified best practices to address the 
impact of opiates on child welfare addiction20 

ensure supports and services for transition-age youth 
who emancipate from care.  Every year, between 800 
and 1,000 Ohio youth age out of care without a permanent 
family.  Ohio should:

•	 Maintain funding for Connecting the Dots to support 
youth gaining employment

•	 Continue to support Ohio Reach to assist youth 
completing higher education

•	 Develop and implement a strategy to focus on youth 
ages 16-24 within the job and family services system

increase permanency efforts and support for all 
children in care.  All children deserve permanency and 
stability in their living situations.  Ohio should maintain 
adoption and kin supports including the Kinship 
Permanency Incentive program, Wendy’s Wonderful Kids, 
the Adoption Incentive Program, permanency roundtables, 
and Helping Ohioans Parent Effectively (HOPE) to support 
primary parents. 

OPPORTuniTy iSSueS 
Create stronger partnerships between courts and 
PCSAs.  Explore opportunities to strengthen partnerships 
with the Courts that would positively impact child welfare 
practice and improve outcomes in the federal Child and 
Family Services Review (CFSR).

Continuously improve the Statewide Automated Child 
Welfare information System (SACWiS).  Ensure that 
processes and rule requirements support effective, efficient 
casework and operations at PCSAs and appropriately 
provide real-time data for local and state monitoring and 
improvement efforts. 

for federal policymakers
A number of federal programs impact the lives of children, 
youth and families served in Ohio’s child welfare system.  
PCSAO recommends maintaining funding to these 
program supports for low-income households:

•	 Maintain IV-E funding for child welfare, including the 
Foster Care and Adoption Assistance programs and the 
Chafee Foster Care Independence Program.  Renew 
ProtectOhio, Ohio’s budget-neutral Title IV-E Waiver, 
which allows flexible use of federal funding for child 
welfare and improves child outcomes 

•	 Maintain Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP). Over 450,000 Ohio adults (ages 18-64) 
with low incomes were insured through the Medicaid 
extension, and over 122,000 children were insured 
through CHIP (Medicaid) as of November 2014

•	 Maintain the Social Services Block Grant to states.  Also 
known as Title XX, these funds in many instances are 
used to support basic child welfare services

•	 Maintain the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), which served over 1.7 million Ohioans 
in 2014 

•	 Make permanent the Federal Earned Income Tax Credit 
program for working families, which is considered 
by many policymakers as the single most important 
program for helping families move out of poverty




