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CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH MATERIALS AND SUPPORT OUT TO COUNTIES— in recent days, all 88 counties have received great child abuse prevention month materials, compliments of the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund.  Included are:
1. Pinwheels for Prevention shipped directly to each of the 88 PCSAs

2. $2,000 allocation for flexible local use related to prevention messaging, events, promotion.

3. Print and electronic ready materials for you to add your local name and logo, with positive messaging for a statewide campaign: "It's Your Turn to Raise Leaders of Tomorrow".

In past years, counties asked for flexibility in materials received – now you have choices, with ability to prominently highlight your local county agency.  Enjoy!
 NATIONAL DAY TO PREVENT TEEN PREGNANCY, MAY 10, 2010— Details can be found on the National Campaign website at http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/nationa/default.aspx.  Teens can support the National Day for free, simply by logging on to stayteen.org on May 5th (and throughout May) and taking the National Day Quiz.  Caseworkers, caregivers, parents – this is a great anonymous group or individual activity to do with teens in your community!  No “correct” answers, but plenty of critical thinking activity if you are a teen…and we all want teens to think ahead…

Available promotional materials include National Day buttons, pens and lanyards; you can link for more info from the website.  All the promotional materials sold out last year, so please remember to place your order as soon as possible.  If you are interested in placing a purchase order for materials, please contact Sara Major, Office and Fulfillment Coordinator, at 202.478.8500 or smajor@thenc.org .

IV-E AA RULES WEBINAR— Title IV-E Adoption Assistance amended rules will become effective April 1, 2010.  In preparation for the amended rules the Office of Families and Children is pleased to present a webinar for March 4, 2010 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and March 18, 2010 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. See email to all 88 PCSA Execs, sent from Sandra Holt on Feb. 26, 2010, which included registration, agenda and power point. Questions or concerns, please contact Madonna Gray at Madonna.Gray@jfs.ohio.gov or 614-752-0088.

ACCESSING TANF / PRC FUNDS FOR CHILDREN SERVICES— ODJFS has developed a statistical method to access TANF/PRC funds for Children Services incorporated into the 4280/4281 process. This new process should assist counties in accessing some level of TANF Funds for their Children Services activities. While the process contains a little bit of extra work for the counties, the protection this state process provides in accessing the funds is welcomed news to the local agencies.
In order to more readily access these funds, counties will need to ensure they have the child welfare services covered in their PRC plan and take PRC applications on kids and families who are not in out-of-home placements. These changes are outlined in the recently published “Instructions for completing JFS 04281, Children Services Quarterly Statistical Report.” In reviewing the report, the major changes are noted in Part 5 – In-Home Care. By utilizing this new method counties will be able to calculate a percentage of TANF which may be used to cover non-allocated costs. These changes are now effective and will be used on the 4281 for the January to March data quarter for the October to December cost quarter.
A special thanks to Licking County Director John Fisher, as well as Dan Shook and Beth Kowalczyk of ODJFS, for the development of this new process. Counties needing additional information should refer to the instructions for completing JFS 4281, Children Services Quarterly Statistical Report.

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH— check out the latest news from the Ohio Federation of Children’s Mental Health, their newsletter is posted at http://www.ohiofederation.org/ohio2/Newsletter.htm .
THE ECONOMY, FOOD STAMPS AND TANF—  The national Center for Budget and Policy Priorities recently released a report entitled: Creating a Safety Net that Works When the Economy Doesn’t: The Role of the Food Stamp and TANF Programs. The report compares the impacts of the economy on the food assistance and TANF programs and state caseload impacts.
According to the report, the Food Stamp and TANF programs have responded very differently to the unprecedented challenges that the current recession has posed to the nation’s safety net. For instance:
· The Food Stamp Program, a federal entitlement program, has responded quickly to rising need: nationally caseloads have increased by 4.6 million households (37 percent) since the beginning of the downturn.

· TANF, a fixed block grant provided directly to the states, has lagged far behind: caseloads have increased by just 10 percent, and in 23 states, caseloads have increased by 5 percent or less or have actually declined.
For both programs, the recession has highlighted areas needing improvement to strengthen the safety net for this and future recessions.  This analysis has state-by-state data and rankings on the changes in food stamp and TANF caseloads.  Ohio and national stats are below and you may view the full report at: http://www.cbpp.org/cms/?fa=view&id=3096  




	Table 1: 
CHANGES IN TANF AND FOOD STAMP CASELOADS AND THE NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED 
DEC 2007 TO SEPT 2009

	 
	TANF Cases
	Food Stamp Cases
	No. of Unemployed

	
	% change
	Rank
	% change
	Rank
	% change
	Rank

	Ohio
	22.2%
	10
	34.8%
	28
	72.2%
	43

	US Total
	10%
	
	37.2%
	
	98.8%
	


PCSAO JOINS WITH VOICES FOR OHIO’S CHILDREN TO SECURE OVER 100 SIGNATURES ON FMAP ENHANCEMENT LETTER— PCSAO was proud to work with our sister child advocacy organization, Voices for Ohio’s Children, to circulate a letter to Ohio’s Congressional delegation urging them to include an extension of federal assistance for Medicaid to states in any legislation to continue unemployment insurance and COBRA expansions under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). 122 Groups signed the letter including all of our County organizations: County Commissioners Associations; Ohio Job and Family Services Directors Association and Child Support Associations; Mental Health and Developmental Disability Groups; Health Care and Early Care and Education Groups and the Ohio School Boards Association and groups representing our Older Ohioans including the AARP. A full listing will soon be available on the PCSAO Web Site. Thanks also to each of the individual county PCSAs that signed on to the letter.

These groups all realized that without these dollars being extended, Ohio could face another deficit yet in the 2011 budget.  This would seriously impact health and human services and education and would put Ohio’s very fragile recovery in jeopardy by cutting off the increased FMAP assistance the state has a chance to recover for the recession. 

This Bill will likely come to the floor this week so we are hopeful that our Delegation members will listen to the people represented by these 122 organizations and vote yes on the Bill and this important issue. 
HB 371, CHIPS Stakeholders’ Meeting— the membership dialogue re: CHIPS, through a series of district meetings, etc, has been vigorous and valuable to inform our participation leading into the stakeholders’ meeting.  Important amendment issues have been IDed (not the least of them ensuring levy funds will continue to translate if law changes to CHIPS), key questions IDed, and many fears relieved.  Over 50 people participated in the stakeholders’ meeting hosted by Reps Pillich and Belcher, primary sponsors of HB 371 on Tuesday, Feb 23rd.  The sponsors are clearly open to hearing big picture questions about CHIPS and addressing them as the bill moves forward.  In addition to PCSAO (represented by Crystal, Rhonda, Greg and Randy Muth, Dir Wayne Co CS and co-chair PCSAO Legislative Cmte), other groups participating included OJFSDA (Jerry and Joel), CCAO (Beth), OCDA (Amy), ODJFS, National Center for Adoption Law and Policy, Supreme Court, Members of the Supreme Ct Advisory Committee and Subcommittee (Judges, Docs, Co Prosecutors), a number of agencies representing private provider placement, mental health, substance abuse, foster caregivers, child advocacy, fatherhood, CASA, etc., ODE, ODMH, and ODYS were also there.  Besides the two primary sponsors, and LSC (Legislative Service Commission) who drafts legislation, we also had a couple Republican co-sponsors participate, Reps Ron Amstutz and Bob Hackett.  Work continues to integrate feedback and input, stay tuned…

HAVE A HEART OHIO— met Tuesday, Mar 2 at the YWCA in Columbus.  Highlights included:

· TANF Emergency Contingency Funds – aka TANF Stimulus or TANF ARRA; Beth Kowalczyk, Bureau Chief of the Bureau of Family Assistance Policy Initiatives spoke about Ohio’s use of the funds (in the categories of cash assistance and subsidized employment).  Access to the TANF ECF expires on Sep 30, 2010 (end of FFY ‘10).  APHSA and other national groups are advocating for an extension (at least thru FFY ‘11), which was also proposed in Pres Obama’s budget.  Ohio is working with its Congressional delegation to stress the urgent need for an extension.  For more info on stimulus projects in Ohio, visit http://jfs.ohio.gov/ocomm/Stimulus/index.stm
· United for Jobs and Ohio’s Future, Issue 1 – Jo Ann Davidson, former Ohio House Speaker talked about Issue 1 as a statewide ballot measure (May 4th) that would authorize renewal and continuation of the highly successful Ohio Third Frontier (OTF) program.  OTF is a visionary public-private partnership created in 2002 with bipartisan leadership and support as well as wide spread editorial support.  The purpose of OTF is to firmly establish Ohio as an innovation leader and to fuel long-term economic growth and create jobs in our state.  This ballot measure has bipartisan support and is endorsed by both candidates for Governor, Governor Strickland and challenger John Kasich.  More info at http://www.unitedforjobsohio.com/index.php
· Investing in Tobacco Free Youth – Shelly Kiser, Director of Advocacy for the American Lung Association gave a sobering presentation on new tobacco products marketed toward children (candy flavored chew and snuff as well as “orbs” which look just like tic-tacs, packaging and all – except they contain nicotine).  While cigarette use among kids is declining, their use of other tobacco products is on the rise.  For more info visit http://investinginyouth.org/
· School Choice Ohio – is committed to the goal of every child in Ohio having access to a quality education.  More info at http://www.scohio.org/
PCSAO HR COMMITTEE— The PCSAO HR Committee met on 2/24/10. The agenda was ambitious and started with an in-depth presentation by Pete Nevada and Howard Heffelfinger of Clemans, Nelson and Associates regarding the overall changes that have occurred at the Department of Administrative Services over time related to county services. They also discussed immediate ramifications and important action steps necessary for counties to address these changes. PCSAO is seeking permission to distribute the handout shared on this topic. The second part of the meeting was devoted to a presentation by Alex Bishara, PCSAO MSW Intern, on the Statewide Salary Survey. Alex shared a draft salary survey that has been loaded into Zoomerang. This format is going to be very exciting! The goal is to have the survey out and completed before Alex graduates in June, so stay tuned! 

 

PPCWG INSTITUTE APPLICATIONS DUE MARCH 12!— As a follow-up to last week's Weekly Update, applications for the NAPCWA PPCWG Institute are due March 12.  There is a conference call scheduled to discuss the applications on March 4. For more details, go to www.ppcwg.org. If you are filing an application, please contact Rhonda Reagh, rhonda@pcsao.org , to let her know. 
ANOTHER REMINDER: NEW EXECUTIVE ORIENTATION BEING PLANNED—  If you are a new agency exec who hasn't been through orientation at PCSAO or you have a new child welfare administrator or other managers you would like to go through orientation, please be in touch with Rhonda Reagh (rhonda@pcsao.org). We are targeting the end of April for this two day orientation. No date is firm yet, but we need to know the number of people interested. Send Rhonda an email or call her at (614)224-5802. Firm dates will be available in the next two weeks.

WAYNE COUNTY CHILDREN SERVICES PROMOTES KINSHIP CARE— Wayne County Children Services was recently highlighted in the news for its cost saving initiatives around residential placements.  The agency focused on placing children with relatives rather than in costly, hospital-like residential facilities. Overall, they spent $252,137 less in 2009 in placement costs.  With less residential placement, the agency saved $157,647.  Director Randy Muth emphasized that while safety is always the first priority, familiar settings are preferred when possible because they are less traumatic for children.   To see the full article from the Daily Record, click here.

MAY LEVIES— Please let us know if you have a levy on the ballot in May! We would like to be supportive to you and also let other counties know your outcomes. Drop Rhonda Reagh an email rhonda@pcsao.org  with the type of levy and millage, then Rhonda will follow-up after the election for your results.

NCORTC/Supervisor and Managers Conference— welcome to the third annual Cuyahoga County Department of Children and Family Services (CCDCFS) and The North Central Ohio Regional Training Center (NCORTC) Developing Your Leadership supervisory conference. This year’s theme is “Essentially…You Make the Difference.” The field of child welfare is forever changing and so is the work we do on a daily basis. We have to stay motivated and dedicated to the families we serve. As supervisors and managers, you are the change others want to see, you make the difference! This conference will inspire you, empower you, and help you meet those challenges you face daily at CCDCFS. The conference information and the registration is available online at http://www.pcsao.org/WeeklyUpdate/2010/NCORTCConf.pdf. 

Mark Your Calendar!

Essentially...You Make the Difference!

March 17-18, 2010

Embassy Suites Beachwood, Ohio

For more information, please contact Chris Cross at CROSSC02@odjfs.state.oh.us or call at 216-881-2027. 
TEXT4BABY SENDS FREE, CRITICAL HEALTH TIPS TO PREGNANT WOMEN AND NEW MOMS— Led by the National Healthy Mothers and Healthy Babies Coalition, in partnership with the US Department of Health and Human Services and the Administration for Children and Families, Text4Baby is a mobile health information service that will provide free, health-related text messages to pregnant women and new mothers who voluntarily enroll in the service.  Brief text messages will be sent to new and expectant mothers three times per week to inform them on widely accepted and highly vetted scientific guidelines to promote healthy births, especially among underserved populations.

The National Healthy Mothers and Healthy Babies Coalition in partnership with ACF will sponsor a webinar on March 17, 2010 from 2-3 pm (Eastern Time) to provide you with more detailed information and to answer any questions.  To join, go to http://connectpro94924579.acrobat.com/r14598678/.  The call-in number is 1.866.894.2320, participant code 837492#. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO DR. SEUSS (THEODOR GEISEL) — as we finish February (seems like the longest month of the year) and start March with snow still on the ground, it is always comforting to know you can escape in a book to warmer places.  Just consider “Oh the Places You Can Go” by Dr. Seuss for example.  Happy Birthday Dr. S!
CHILD WELFARE IN THE NEWS— Child Welfare in the News highlights important child welfare news and articles that focus on a positive program or effect of an Ohio public children services agency, and other agencies across the country

· Strom, Stephanie.  States move to revoke charities’ tax exemption.  The New York Times.  February 27, 2010.  Faced with steep declines in tax revenue, an increasing number of states and localities are considering eliminating various tax exemptions for nonprofit groups. 

· Siegel, Jim.  Democrats, schools resist no-income tax movement.  The Columbus Dispatch.  February 25, 2010. House Democrats put Ohio schools on display yesterday in their continuing effort to show the consequences of eliminating the state income tax, an idea favored by some legislative Republicans and GOP gubernatorial hopeful John Kasich.

JOB OPENINGS— for more information, please visit http://www.pcsao.org/Employment.htm
	Posted Date
	Organization
	Available Position

	2/25/2010
	Department of Health and Human Services
	Program Specialists (AT318652, and AT318656)

	/23/2010
	Athens County Family and Children First Council (FCFC)
	FCFC Coordinator

	2/22/2010
	Lucas County Children Services
	Caseworkers

	2/22/2010
	Franklin County Children Services
	Systems Analyst Supervisor

	2/22/2010
	Highland County Children Services
	Ongoing Caseworker and Intake/Assessment Case Worker 

	2/19/2010
	Athens County Children Services
	Caseworker


UPCOMING MEETINGS


WHEN


WHAT




     
WHERE

March 5

PCSAO PIO Committee



PCSAO Office

March 12

PCSAO Conference Committee

PCSAO Office


March 15

PCSAO Legislative Committee

FCCS 855 W. Mound St.

March 17

SW PCSAO District Meeting

Golden Lamb Restaurant

March 24-25

Executive Membership Meeting

Riffe Ctr, Downtown Cols

March 25

Legislative Breakfast


Riffe Ctr, Studio Lobby, 4th floor

April 7

PCSAO Board of Trustees

PCSAO Office

April 9

PCSAO Conference Committee

PCSAO Office

April 19

PCSAO Legislative Committee

PCSAO Office

April 23

PCSAO Canton District Meeting

Old Warehouse Restaurant

April 26

SE Ohio Regional Training Center Directors
SEORTC

April 28

PCSAO HR/Safety Committee

PCSAO Office

April 30

Rules Review Committee

ODJFS, Lazarus Bldg.
GREEN LIVING TIP— Trees and Tots carries solely organic, natural, safe, eco-friendly and fair trade products for babies and children. Trees and Tots are offering Green Living Tips readers a special coupon code for a 10% discount on their entire range!  Click here for full article.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK— And will you succeed?  Yes, you will indeed!  Ninety-eight and three-quarters percent guaranteed. – Dr. Suess

OHIO FACT— Dr. Suess’ book, The Lorax, contained the line:  “I hear things are just as bad up in Lake Erie” until the Ohio Sea Grant program wrote to Suess and implored him to take it out.  He agreed that the line would not be included in future additions. (From  www.mentalfloss.com  )
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