Local Couple “Give Back” by being Foster Parents
EDITORIAL GUEST COLUMN SUBMISSION

by Xxxxx Xxxxx, foster parent for 

[Agency Name]

[Street Address]

[City, State Zip]

[Phone #]
*** PLEASE NOTE – THIS IS INTENDED ONLY AS A SAMPLE LETTER - BE SURE TO WORK WITH FOSTER PARENTS IN YOUR AGENCY TO HIGHLIGHT THEIR SPECIFIC POSITIVE EXPERIENCES ***

My husband, Xxxx Xxxxx, and I are foster parents [Agency Name]. We each have a biological child from previous marriages. We also have one child together whom we adopted through Children Services two years ago. 


I was one of six kids. Dad had three from a previous marriage and then my Mom & Dad had three girls together. We were all very close, despite the vast age difference between the two sets of children. 

I grew up knowing about foster care because my parents were foster parents. Over the years, many children came through our home. I was accustomed to children coming and going, the good stories and the bad. My husband Xxxx, on the other hand, was not.

Xxxx grew up in a family of five children in a two bedroom home. Talk about learning to share! He was accustomed to a lot of kids and a lot of different personalities having to get along and cooperate. His parents were always involved in activities for their children. They both volunteered many hours of service to the community. 


Our childhoods laid the groundwork for us to continue to "give back" to the community through foster parenting. I firmly believe that everyone should help build a strong community. If everyone makes an effort to do something positive for neighbors or the community as a whole, what a difference it would make. 
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One day the Lord laid it on my heart to become a foster parent. Xxxx was reluctant at first, but then he began to feel the "little tug" on his heart also. 

To become a foster or adoptive parent, you must complete a 36-hour training course which we both found to be very educational and fun to attend. We really learned a lot about the child welfare system and children in general. 

After you complete the training classes, Children Services then conducts a home study. The whole process takes almost a year to complete, but by the time you are licensed for foster care, you have the training and resources you need to be able to care for children who have been abused or neglected and to work with their families. 

Abused or neglected children need a lot of love and special care to deal with their experiences. Their families also need help healing, rebuilding, and reunifying. Children Services caseworkers help set up necessary supports (counseling, parenting classes, etc.) for the child who is placed in foster care and his or her family.

Foster families provide temporary homes to children whose families are experiencing crises. They are responsible for the care and welfare of the foster children. They take them to school, doctor’s appointments, visits with their parents, school functions, etc. All the things parents would do for their own biological children, foster parents do for their foster children. 

Children Services also encourages foster parents to work with the foster child's 

family to help with the healing, rebuilding, and reunifying process. This is called Family
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to Family. It starts with communication between the foster parent and biological parent and grows from there. It's great when children can see their parents and foster parents working together toward the common goal of getting the child back into his or her own home. 

It seems the child's stay in foster care is greatly decreased when the Family to Family approach is taken. Our greatest hope as foster parents is to help not only the child, but the entire family rebuild and become, once again, a well-functioning family. 

Family reunification is our ultimate goal. I have been privileged to take part in a few family reunifications. It is a great blessing to me to see these families back together again, able to handle the stresses life throws at them, able to provide for their family’s needs on their own, and knowing about resources they can rely on when crises do occur. These are "happy stories." 

There are times, however, when returning home is not an option for a child. When this happens, the court gives permanent custody to Children Services and they are then responsible for finding an adoptive home for that child. 

If the child’s foster parents would like the child to become a permanent part of their family, they can file for adoption. If it is agreed that it would be in the best interest of the child to remain in that foster home, an adoption can then take place. This is how we ended up adopting our youngest daughter, Xxxx Xxxxx. 

Children Services currently has nine children eligible for adoption.
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It doesn't take a special background or a wealth of knowledge to be a foster parent. It takes a desire to help children and families. If you can love and you can learn, you can become a foster parent. 

Foster parenting is not for everyone, but if it is something you are interested in finding out more about, please call [Agency Name] at [Phone #] and ask for the Placement Department. They would be happy to answer any questions you may have. The next series of training classes will begin in July.
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