(NOTE:  You can customize this press release by inserting quotes from your agency director, staff, foster parents, or children)

For Immediate Release: Foster Parents Needed in [Name of County] County
Contact: [Name of Public Information Officer]

[Title]

[Name of Agency]

[Phone #]


We need foster and adoptive parents who have faith in themselves and in children, who believe they can make a difference in a child's life, who are willing to take a chance, and who are willing to learn.  Parenting is a tough job.  It can take a while to see the rewards, but there is nothing more satisfying.  There is no other endeavor that has such long lasting effects.


Foster homes are temporary places to stay, while adoptive homes are forever.  Both must be loving and safe environments where children learn to give and receive love, and develop to their full potential.  [Name of Agency] has [# of children waiting for adoption] children waiting to be adopted and [# of children in foster care placements]  children currently in foster care placements.  This growing number of children creates the need for foster and adoptive parents in [Name of County] County now more than ever.  


Foster care  provides a temporary home until a child can be safely reunited with his or her family.  When a court decides the child cannot safely return home, an adoptive home offers them a permanent, stable, loving family.  


When children are placed in foster care or adoption, care givers are responsible for meeting their basic needs.  Foster placements and most adoptive placements are eligible for financial support to assure that the needs of these children are being met.   


Foster children and adopted children grow to be successful citizens, parents, employees and community leaders.  Their success can be attributed to supportive foster and adoptive parents who believe in their potential.


If you are interested in foster parenting or adoption or just curious, contact [Name of Agency] at [agency phone number].  Informational events provide a brief overview of the agency and more specific information about the foster parent program and adoption in general. The next meeting is scheduled for [date, time, and location of event(s)].

2002 Foster Care Statistics 
(Insert agency statistics in blanks)


In 2002 in [Name of County], ___ children left their families.  Of these children, ___ were a part of sibling groups.  There were  

___ groups of two children,

___ groups of three children,

___ group of four children, and

___ teen mothers with their infants.  

Children of all age groups need loving homes.  In 2002, these were the ages of children placed:


___ children were 2 and under


___ children were 3 to 6 years old 


___ children were 7 to 10 years old


___ children were 11 to 13 years old


___ children were 14 to 18 years old

[Name of Agency] places children in a variety of living environments, including:


___ children with their relatives


___ children in agency foster homes


___ children in therapeutic foster homes


___ children in group homes


___ children in residential placement


___ child in a hospital

Foster parents are needed throughout [Name of County] County, especially in the [Name of Specific School District] School District.  These are the locations [Name of Agency] foster homes:


___ in [Name of County] County



___ homes in [Name of School District #1]


___ homes in [Name of School District #2]


___ homes in [Name of School District #3]


___ homes in [Name of School District #4]


___ homes in [Name of School District #5]


___ in counties other than [Name of County]
###

(NOTE:  You may choose to attach a picture of an event or an agency staff member, especially if they are quoted)

