Foster op ed

Imagine a world in which the concept of “family” is turned on its head, a world in which you are forced to pack your few belongings and move to a new home and a new family. Most of the time you are not making the move with your brothers and sisters who are being placed in other foster homes. And imagine for a moment that you are the new family taking in a child who is confused, rootless and likely angry. Very little imagination is required if you are one of the 556,000 children in foster care in the U.S. or one of the foster families who open their hearts and homes to children in desperate need of stability.

May is designated National Foster Care Month – a time when the spotlight shines on the children and teens, the foster families and the dedicated child welfare professionals who make foster care work. The foster care “system” is only as good as the people who choose to be a part of it.  As more Americans begin to feel responsible for children who are in foster care, the system will become better and better.

There are countless opportunities for you to make a difference in the lives of the children in foster care here. There are also countless excuses for not becoming a foster parent. But new foster families are desperately needed. Every jurisdiction in the nation is suffering from a shortage of foster families.  More and more children need you.

Children in foster care feel more secure and are likely to do better in school when they are able to stay in the same community where they are growing up. The simple truth is that the more qualified foster parents there are in the U.S., the easier it will be to ensure that children can remain in their own neighborhoods and schools and to keep siblings together in foster care. Make your own neighborhood a welcoming place for kids in foster care – find out how you can help.

Being a foster parent is not the only way to have an impact on the life of a child in foster care. You can become a volunteer Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA), be a mentor, or support foster youth in college and vocational school. You can offer a teenager job training or a job, a place to stay, a computer or mentoring. Get involved: No foster child should lose relationships in the community in addition to being removed from the home. [Insert local contacts or refer to www.fostercareinfo.org].

When was the last time you read a positive story about a child in foster care who was succeeding in school or in life? When was the last time you read a profile about a foster family opening its doors and hearts to children who desperately needed them? National Foster Care Month is the perfect time for honoring the more than half a million children and youth in the U.S. foster care system and the hundreds of thousands of foster parents who care for them. 

Take a few minutes to call [name of local foster care agency] at [phone #] to see what you can do. Consider sending some thank you cards, coupons for free pizzas, or new toys to the agency for distribution to foster families and the children they care for. Take a few minutes to learn more about the foster care system at the following websites: www.casey.org/cnc, www.cwla.org, and www.nfpainc.org. 

Urge your local media to tell the whole story of foster care in our community. For every story about a child in foster care whose life ends in tragedy, there are thousands of stories of children being raised in loving, nurturing foster homes. Demand to hear those stories too.

National Foster Care Month is an opportunity to correct the perception that children in foster care are the responsibility of someone else. They are our children; their well-being depends on the willingness of our entire community to care for them. Together we can make National Foster Care Month a success.










