For Immediate Release: April is Child Abuse Prevention Month
Contact: [Name of PIO Contact Person]
[Title of Contact Person]

[Name of Agency]
[Phone Number]

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. The observance aims to educate individuals and communities about how they can help prevent the abuse and neglect of children.

[Name of Agency] kicks off Child Abuse Prevention Month with… 

[Listing of Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month Activities]

Child abuse and neglect is a global problem of staggering proportions. In the United States alone more than 900,000 children suffer maltreatment each year according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. More than one-half of these children are neglected.

The different types of abuse are:

Physical abuse - the misuse or maltreatment of another person in a physical manner such as punching, kicking, or biting a child. 

Sexual abuse - the rape, molestation, prostitution or incest of a child or using a child for the purpose of making sexually explicit pictures or videos.  

Emotional abuse - the verbal or psychological abuse of a child including threatening, name calling, ignoring, shaming unfairly, shouting, cursing, etc. "Mind games" are another form of emotional abuse. 

Keeping children safe is a community responsibility, and prevention must be a community task. Every segment of society must be involved, including health and law enforcement professionals, schools, businesses, the media, government agencies, community and faith organizations, and especially parents themselves. Teachers and physicians need to recognize the symptoms of child abuse; parents need to ask for help in overcoming addictions or controlling violent behavior; communities must be willing to fund programs and services to protect children from abuse; and the media needs to raise public awareness of the availability of those programs and services. 

It takes a community to protect a child. If you suspect child abuse or neglect, contact [Agency Name] [agency hours of operation] at: [agency phone #] If you have an emergency situation after hours, weekends or holidays, an on-call person can be reached at: [after hours phone #] Additional information is available at [agency website]

