PROCLAMATION FOR

NATIONAL ADOPTION AWARENESS MONTH

[Date]

WHEREAS, every child deserves a loving, nurturing, and permanent family; and

WHEREAS, there are [# of children in county waiting for permanent homes] children in [Name of County] County and over 3,500 children in the Ohio foster care system who are waiting for such homes; and

WHEREAS, nearly all of these children have special needs because of physical, mental, or emotional disabilities, because they wish to be placed with other siblings, because they are children of color, or because they are school-aged; and

WHEREAS, these children need extra patience and support to help them overcome previous hardships; and

WHEREAS, in 2002, [# of children adopted in county in 2002] [Name of County] County foster children were adopted by families who were able and willing to adopt children with special needs; and 

WHEREAS, these adoptive parents have been rewarded by the joy of nurturing and supporting these children as they become happy and productive adult members of the community; and

WHEREAS, both the children waiting for adoptive parents and the families who have adopted children need and deserve community and agency support;

NOW, THEREFORE, We, by virtue of the authority vested in us as Commissioners of the County of [Name of County – *Make sure to get permission from County Commissioners] in the State of Ohio, do hereby proclaim that the month of November is officially National Adoption Awareness Month in [Name of County] County. We encourage community agencies, religious organizations, businesses, and others to celebrate adoption, honor families that grow through adoption, further an awareness of the changes and issues in adoption, and focus attention on those children who live in the shadow of an uncertain future while they await permanent families. 

