Good afternoon Chairman Senator Kevin Coughlin, and members of the Senate Health and Human
Services and Aging Committee.

We are Brent and Sharon Snyder, and our daughter Charlotte. We are here to support Senator Steve
Stivers in his endeavors to pass Shaken Baby Education and Monitoring Legislation.

Sharon:

October 2001 Charlotte was diagnosed as a Shaken Baby when she was brought into the Emergency
Room unconscious. Charlotte was placed on life support and not expected to live. Doctors found
evidence that she had been shaken at least three times in the previous weeks. Medical records show that
Charlotte was taken to Children’s Hospital Clinic on two other occasions just prior to her diagnosis, once
even noting tenderness around her ribs. Doctors even did X-rays to determine if there was any injury to
her ribs. On these two visits, well meaning Physicians missed the fact that she had been shaken.

When Charlotie came to us, she was in so much pain that she cried for 12-16 hours each day. Every
touch she interpreted as pain due to her severe injury. She will never walk, talk, eat, or even sit up on her
own. She will never look at her mom and dad and say, “I love you.” All of that was taken away in a
moment of anger — a moment when her caregiver lost control. She will always require intense care. She
will always wear diapers, cat by a feeding tube and need to be dressed, bathed, and turned every few

hours.

Charlotte has proved the Doctors wrong. She not only lived through her assault, but she smiles, laughs,
and shows love the only way she can. She has changed our lives. We have three biological children ages
11-15. They love Charlotte also and could not imagine life without our special girl.

Brent:

There are many costs incurred in Charlotte’s care. I have given you an approximation of a months cost
for caring for Charlotte. I have also given you a sheet detailing the medical costs which are required to
take proper care of one so injured. 1 have not included home modifications in this list, however, we are in
the process of adding space for Charlotte onto our home. This addition will cost above $150,000 when

completed.

But the financial cost, though great, is not the only cost. The emotional cost is great. She is separated
from her biological siblings, and a grandmother who adores her. She will never reach her potential.
What could have Charlotte been — who could she have become? Could Charlotte been the medical
researcher who would have found a cure for cancer? We will never know, but as parents, we can tell you
that those wonders cause heartache. She should be running around with her pigtails trailing behind.
Consider that if she was your daughter, grand daughter, or niece.

We believe in direct education. We have chosen to take our message into educational environments. We
speak to approximately 1000 students in high schools, nursing training centers and academies through out
the area. Being a registered nurse, Sharon loves to reach out to the nurses, but | want to reach the men,
who account for 60 percent of the perpetrators. 1 like to look them in the eye and talk to them man to
man. | know it works, because my students at my school ask about Charlotte, and then they parrot the
information we share back to me. Please do anything and everything you can do to help Senator Stivers
as he moves toward preventing Charlotte’s story from being repeated.
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