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KINSHIP PERMANENCY INCENTIVE PROGRAM UPDATE

Through the aggressive efforts of many partners (ODJFS, Juvenile and Probate Judges, Public Children Services Agency professionals, Kinship Navigators, and others), as of the close of 2006 1,778 children were supported with permanent kinship families, and receiving ongoing support through the KPI program.  Furthermore, of those applying for their six month redetermination, 97%, or 698 were approved.  The profile of approved cases is interesting:

· most children were living with relatives due to neglect or dependency

· parents’ substance abuse and mental health issues are the most frequently cited reasons, with abandonment/dependency and parental incarceration reasons close behind

· 50% of the children had been in agency custody prior, 50% of the placements were an initial diversion from foster care

· 36% of the kids are in sibling groups

· 54% are children of color

· 40% preschoolers, 30% ages 5-9, 20% ages 10-14, 10% ages 15+

· 84% caregivers are legal custodians (thru juvenile court), 16% legal guardians (thru probate court)

· Caregivers are primarily female (88%); equally Caucasian and minority; 32% are under age 40, 56% ages 40 – 59, 12% age 60+; 44% are grandparents and 25% aunts/uncles.

· Less than 5% receive child support as their primary source of income, while 56% have earnings as their primary source of income, 35% have SSI, Social Security, Vet benefits, retirement benefits or other set income as the primary source.

According to expert ODJFS data tracking, 350 families, or 39% of those denied approval for KPI:

· 16% of those denied, were due to income ineligibility (income above 200% poverty).  This artificial income eligibility standard is a deterrent to permanency for these children, and policy should be more in keeping with federal adoption assistance (which has no means test for adoptive families), and state and federal adoption tax credits, which also have no means test for the family.  Many caregivers are on a fixed income with fixed expenditures.
· 23% were denied due to the lack of the child being adjudicated abused, neglected, dependent or unruly or lack of other specific judicial language.  While judicial oversight for permanency is critical, specific journalized language is not.
Thus, PCSAO supports the proposals in the biennial budget as introduced, that will increase the income eligibility to 300% of poverty, and remove the language requiring specific adjudication and other judicial language.  These changes would have allowed 350 additional families to receive the fiscal incentive and support to provide a permanent family for Ohio’s children.
Clearly, KPI is successfully supporting stable, permanent families for many Ohio children.  Thank you for your efforts in the development of positive public policy.
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