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Good morning Chairman Stewart, Ranking Member Brown, and members of the Human Services Subcommittee of House Finance.  My name is Terry Gatewood and I am here to testify in support of House Bill 119 and its expansion of health care coverage through Medicaid to youth aging out of foster care up to age 21.

Currently, I am 18 years old and am on track to graduate from Adena High School in June of this year.  I was originally placed in foster care because I would frequently run away from home due to circumstances within my family.  Eventually, I was placed on probation for running away and the Judge ordered me into Children Services’ custody.  I was placed in several foster homes before settling down in 2001 with my current foster parents.  Since that time, with their help, I have been able to get my priorities straight and focus on my future.
Foster care has provided me with opportunities that I do not believe would have been available while with residing with my family   Fortunately, I have been able to find a very supportive foster home.  My foster family has helped keep me on track, were stern when they should have been, and have always treated my like a member of their family.  
Placed in foster care I participated in counseling for some time to deal with issues from my past. After several years of successful therapeutic counseling my counselor has stated I did not need any further therapy at this time, but recommended I continue with the prescribed medications I take in order to facilitate my continued success in the future.  Currently, I am taking approximately $600 worth of medications per month.
Recently I was accepted to ITT Tech and am set to begin a computer networking program two weeks after graduation from High School.  While I am very excited about the opportunity to attend school, I know it will be a struggle for me without my medication.  I have received grants and scholarships to help cover tuition and costs yet still have had to take out student loans to cover college related expenses and tuition.  I feel fortunate to have this opportunity and am very willing to work as much as I can to help pay for the chance to improve my future.  I will be attending school full-time as well as working a full-time job to help cover my monthly expenses, including books, rent, food, car insurance, car payment, and utilities.  I anticipate that all my finances will be tied up in school and living expenses.  With the help of Fairfield County Children Services and my foster family, I have researched the possibility of obtaining medical coverage through school.   At the present time this does not appear to be an option that would serve my current needs or the needs of many children in foster care.   
I do not want to be a burden on society and if I could pay for my own health coverage I would. However, at this point in time it appears as though I have two choices.  I can pay for my own medical coverage and medications, or I can go to school and prepare myself to be successful in life. While there are many programs and funding sources available to foster youth in care, and even some services and funding available to assist foster youth who have transitioned to independence, no assistance is available at this time that will provide ongoing medical coverage.  Youth leaving home for the first time to attend school or college are often provided the opportunity to be placed on their parents’ insurance while they attend school.  Foster youth do not have this opportunity.   The state of Ohio acted as my parents for the past several years.    I am grateful for the opportunities and the safe haven foster care has provided me and as stated earlier do not believe I would have been able to accomplish all that I have accomplished without being placed in foster care.   If I had continuing medical coverage through age 21, that would extend beyond my graduation from ITT, and would provide me with the peace of mind to be able to dedicate all my efforts to doing well in school.

Few children aging out of foster care are able to continue their education, partially due to a constant worry about their health coverage.  Please help take away one of the many worries emancipating youth already have.
Chairman Stewart and members of the subcommittee, thank you for this opportunity to testify before you and I’d be happy to answer any questions you may have at this time.
Terry Gatewood, Testimony
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