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Ohio's children's services agencies will continue to provide services to these children (in kinship homes). We're not going to abandon them. We'll just have less funding overall (if the rule-making is adopted).

Ward Allen

executive director of the Public Children Services Association

of Ohio

http://www.thisweeknews.com
or reach us by e-mail at

<editorial@thisweeknews.com"center>editorial@thisweeknews.com 


State Rep. Jim McGregor (R-Gahanna) has joined in protests against a federal regulation that opponents are calling the "license granny" rule because it would require either that relatives who care for children obtain licenses as foster care providers or that the state give up a portion of federal funding for foster care. 

McGregor said this is the wrong approach. 

"Many of these related care-providers are poor, hardworking families, and they are bending over backwards to do this," McGregor said. "To ask them to go to classes the same way we ask those who provide care for strangers is not something we should be doing." 

For its part, the federal government responds that the rule is less a matter of licensing relatives than eliminating a loophole that states have abused to increase their federal funding. 

"We call this the 'candidate policy,'" said Susan Orr, Health and Human Services spokesperson, noting that federal funding has always been available only for licensed facilities or for facilities that had the reasonable expectation of being licensed. 

Instead, Orr said, states are treating "kinship" homes that have no intention of becoming licensed facilities as if they were legitimate candidates for licensure. 

"They're not really candidates for (licensed) foster care," Orr said. "(The state) just chose not to license them." 

At stake is about $10-million used to pay for social workers who coordinate services for about 3,000 kinship foster families, said Crystal Ward Allen, executive director of the Public Children Services Association of Ohio, a nonprofit trade association of state children's services agencies. 

"It primarily pays for the caseworker," Allen said. "They might check the children's well being, they'll make sure that other services are in place, including other funding sources. That might be early intervention, if the child is under age 3, or it might be Head Start. There are a whole variety of services a client might benefit from." 

HHS spokesperson Orr said the program, referred to as "IV-E," after a section of the Social Security Act, is one of only a few remaining entitlements in the federal welfare system. 

"Most of these programs have been block-granted, but not this one," Orr said. "The block grants provide a great deal more flexibility, but this is very rigid. The criteria are set up in law." 

Generally, Title IV-E provides that, for licensed foster care homes, the federal government will pay 50 percent of the child's expenses directly to the foster family or to the state on the family's behalf. This expense is known as "maintenance" and is not at stake in the "license granny" rule-making, because both the states and the federal government accept that maintenance money is paid only to licensed facilities, regardless of whether they are kinship foster homes. 

However, in addition, the federal government will also pay 50 percent of the state agency's "administrative" costs, which generally means the social worker's salary cost, Allen said. 

This cost payment is allowed either to the same homes that received maintenance costs -- which is to say, licensed foster care homes -- or to homes that are candidates to become licensed foster care homes. 

Orr said that when the program was established, maintenance costs were greater than administrative costs, but over time, administrative costs have outstripped maintenance payments. 

Orr said the Bush administration would like to see this program turned into a block grant also. 

"The states could use the money flexibly then, so long as it's a child welfare program," Orr said. 

Allen was skeptical, saying the Bush administration is more concerned about the budget than children's needs. 

"Ohio's children's services agencies will continue to provide services to these children (in kinship homes)," Allen said. "We're not going to abandon them. We'll just have less funding overall (if the rule-making is adopted)." 
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