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Oppose the “Licensing Granny” Rule!

In 2003, more than 4,000 Ohio children came to live with grandparents and other family members after being abused or neglected at home.  Health and Human Services has proposed a rule that would end support for abused and neglected children living with kin.  It is urgent that you take action now, to oppose this rule!
Suggested talking points:

· The rule would limit use of relative and other kinship homes as a resource for children needing a temporary home due to abuse or neglect.  Being removed from your family is a traumatic experience for any child. Temporarily living with a grandma or aunt that can provide a safe and stable home is better for children than being placed in foster care with a stranger. 

· Safety is not the issue.  Like children in licensed foster homes, children in unlicensed kinship homes experience a very low rate of further abuse and neglect.  Both kinship and licensed foster families are required to undergo a criminal background check.   Grandparents and other relatives don’t necessarily want to become foster parents for additional children, and therefore shouldn’t be required to meet the same rigid training and environmental requirements as foster parents.

· This cost shift from federal to local government will cause services to kinship families to be pitted against other services that keep children safe.  Ohio agencies will lose $10 million of federal funding that as they continue to provide critical services to abused and neglected children in temporary kinship homes.  

· Federal changes should focus on supporting abused and neglected children in safe and permanent homes, not adding rules that both punish families unless they complete unnecessary procedures, and expand use of termporary foster care.  We must focus ongoing financial support – kinship subsidies - to permanent kinship homes, whether we fund them with Title IV-E or TANF dollars.

· Submit your comments on the proposed rule to HHS prior to April 1, 2004.
· Talk with your local media about this issue – why is the federal government trying to “License Granny”?
· Write Ohio’s US Senators Mike DeWine and George Voinovich, as well as your Congressperson to ask them to sponsor and/or support clear federal language allowing Title IV-E Administrative support to an amendment to Sec. 474 [42 USC 674] 3 (E), clarifying that Title IV-E support may be claimed for case management and other administrative activities for any IV-E eligible child in out of home care, regardless of the setting in which the child is placed.

Urgent! Contact the Following People to Oppose the “Licensing Granny” Rule!

1. Before April 1, 2005, send your written comment to:

Kathleen McHugh, Director

Division of Policy, Children’s Bureau

Administration on Children, Youth and Families,

Administration of Children and Families

330 C Street, SW., Washington DC 20447

***Or e-mail your comments via the Web at: www.regulations.acf.hhs.gov

2. Call and e-mail your representatives in the U.S. Senate and ask them to oppose this rule!

Sen. Mike DeWine:

Phone: (202) 224-2315

e-mail form located at: http://dewine.senate.gov/
(go to home page and click on “contact information”)

Sen. George V. Voinovich

Phone: (202) 224-3353
Homepage: http://voinovich.senate.gov/
(go to homepage and click on “contact”)

3.  Call and e-mail your representative in the U.S. House of Representatives and ask them to oppose this rule!

Locate contact information for your district representative online at:

http://clerk.house.gov/members/index.html
4. Contact your local media and tell them why this rule is harmful to children and families!

For a sample press release, contact Jessica Schneider at 614.224.5802, or e-mail her at pcsaojessica@sbcglobal.net
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