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Federal Rule Threatens Ohio's Kinship Care Program

A proposed federal rule change threatens to dramatically limit Ohio's use of relatives as a resource for children needing a temporary home due to abuse or neglect, said Crystal Allen, executive director of the Public Children Services Association of Ohio (PCSAO). Children are often placed with a relative instead of entering the state's foster care system.

"Being removed from your family is a traumatic experience for any child," Allen said. "Temporarily living with a grandma or aunt who can provide a safe and stable home is better for children than being placed in foster care with a stranger."

The proposed rule require relatives to become licensed caregivers, thus, according to Allen, "eliminating many kinship resource families who either cannot or will not complete the training and detailed home study requirements" necessary to be licensed.

"No longer would Ohio be allowed to view extended family as a personal resource, for a particular child, within his or her own family."

Comments opposing the proposed rule, published in the January 31 "Federal Register," must be submitted to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services before Friday, April 1.
