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March 24, 2005

Kathleen McHugh, Director

Division of Policy, Children’s Bureau

Administration on Children, Youth and Families

330 C Street, SW

Washington DC 20447

Re:
Administrative Costs for Children in Title IV–E Foster Care

Proposed rule in January 31, 2005 Federal Register

PCSAO Comment #2, Oppose with Alternative

Dear Ms. McHugh,

This is a follow up to the March 21, 2005 comment letter on this issue, that I submitted on behalf of the Public Children Services Association of Ohio.  I want to provide you with an outline of Ohio’s established system of safety standards that are utilized whenever we place children in our custody with unlicensed kinship caregivers:

· When a child is identified to need out of home care, as a result of an abuse, neglect or dependency referral, Ohio child welfare professionals first seek relatives or other familiar kin as the placement resource.  (Indeed, even if an emergency placement is not with relatives or other kin, best practice leads Ohio professionals to continue to search for relative involvement and support.)

· Of course, it is rare to find a relative or other kinship caregiver that is already licensed as a foster caregiver.  Thus, we initiate a statewide approval process, focused on the health and safety of the child.

· Ohio Administrative Code rule 5101:2-42-18 - PCSA and PCPA Approval of Placements with Relative and Nonrelative Substitute Caregivers can be found at http://onlinedocs.andersonpublishing.com.  It was revised in November 2003, in order to strengthen and standardize our procedures to ensure that the health and safety of Ohio’s children remains paramount, while facilitating the best practice of maintaining children with safe extended families or other kin.

· As with all emergency placements in Ohio, a shelter care hearing is held within three days to ensure judicial approval of both the removal and the placement resource.

Upon review of our rule, you will note the approval process has several steps, including:

· Review of any prior abuse/neglect incidents involving the proposed caregiver and other residents of the household

· Criminal fingerprint background check with Ohio’s Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation of all adult residents in the household

· Thorough site and safety environmental assessment of the residence

· Communication of the child’s developmental or other special needs, and information on accessing appropriate support services

· Specific provision of information regarding obtaining financial assistance and medical coverage on behalf of the child

· Provision of specific information on how to apply to become a licensed caregiver, as well as the requirements to become a licensed foster caregiver; and the financial differences for non-licensed caregivers vs. becoming a licensed foster caregiver. 

· Require that all adults in the home identify any prior or current involvement with a Public Children Services Agency, secure any necessary releases to collect further information.

· Require that any violent adjudications of adolescents in the home be identified.
As already discussed in my letter of March 21, 2005, Ohio opposes the proposal to license all relative and kinship caregivers in order to receive federal support for critical case management services to abused neglect children and their temporary caregivers.  

We do support clear safety standards, and as you can see, practice them here in Ohio now.  We also clearly inform kinship caregivers of their rights to become licensed, as well as the process for achieving the status.  

To address the stated intent to ensure child safety, please revise the proposed rule to ensure the completion of a safety approval process (vs. licensure) as the requirement to claim IV-E Administrative funds.  Of course full licensure would need to be achieved to claim IV-E Foster Care Maintenance funds.  I have provided Ohio’s safety approval rule, as a model.  This rule received significant statewide input prior to its effective date, and has served Ohio’s children and kinship caregivers well.
Please feel free to contact me for any further discussion or additional information.

Sincerely,

Crystal Ward Allen

Executive Director
PCSAO Comments on HHS’ Proposed Rule re: IV-E Admin Claiming

Letter #2
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