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CASEY CONFERENCE - ANOTHER OPPORTUNI TY FOR
EXCELLENCE I N SERVI CE

The third annual OChio Casey Conference sponsored by the Annie E. Casey
foundati on, the PCSAO and the Chio Child Welfare Training Program took
place on My 10-11, 2000 in Colunbus, OChio. This year’s event
entitl ed: The Integration of Fam | y- Cent er ed, Nei ghbor hood- Based
Services In Chio and Around the Nation was highly interactive and
dynam c. Wth the help of 33 panelists from Chio and around the
nati on, nore 140 Conference attendees had an opportunity to I|isten,
| earn and di al ogue with professionals who have been working toward FCNB
i ntegrati on anywhere from 1l year to 10 years.

The topics for the panels were selected as a result of the four primry
areas of FCNB: Devel oping a Local Self-Evaluation Team Partnering
with Foster Parents; Developing Partnerships with Private and Public
Providers; and Building Bridges with Neighborhoods. A forth panel was
added to hei ghten awareness regarding the needs of the youth residing
in foster care and emanci pating from our system

As part of the Conference, several counties and a foster famly was
recognized for their hard work and efforts in noving towards an
integrated service delivery system founded on the principles and
practices of a famly-centered, neighborhood-based approach to service
del i very. These counties included Athens County Children Services,
Hol mes County Department of Jobs and Family Services and Lucas County
Children Services. The foster famly that was recognized this year for
out standing FCNB service to the children, famlies and comunities was
Ms. and M. Miullet with Trunbull County Children Services.

Participants left the Conference at the end of two jamred packed days
of activities feeling energized and ready to inplement sone of the
i deas, strategies and interventions |earned. Here is what sone
Conf erence attendees had to say as they were |eaving:

 Enjoyed panels and information offered, especially Independent
Li ving panel and foster parent panels — very, very good!

* Award presentations were a nice way to encourage foster parents and
county agenci es.

e Both foster parent panels were very informative.

| enjoyed/learned from Julia Arbini-Carbonell on Latino-Anerican
cul ture.
e | knew quite a bit about F2F initiative before attending this

wor kshop, coming from a child welfare and fanmily preservation
background. This workshop sort of ties everything together

e Received a great anmount of useful infornmation.

e The panels were an excellent idea. The panel of foster parents was
great. The panel for Independent Living was wonderful

e CQutstandi ng conference!
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PCSAO has appreciated the opportunity to provide this inportant
Conference for Chio's practitioners each year for the past 3 years. It
is the experiences and contribution that the attendees make that
produces the kind of outconmes experienced as a result of participating
in the event. W hope that as a result of the Conference, Chio s child
wel fare professionals are better equipped for the challenges and joys
of integrating famly-centered, neighborhood-based services in their
respective counti es.

PCSAO has already started planning for Conference 2001. W are
anticipating using new and innovative approaches toward conferencing
but want your input. If you have attended these Conferences in the
past and have sone ideas that you want to share with us, please do so
by contacting Angel a Sausser-Short at paussershort @uol.con| =

28 Ohio Counties and 16 Onhio Private Providers attended the 2-day
conference with nore than 120 professional social workers from the
public and private sector and 20 foster parents in attendance.
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