DEC Resources –

The National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children

http://www.nationaldec.org/index.asp 

The National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children promotes the DEC team concept and public awareness for the problems faced by these children. The Alliance provides multi-disciplinary training for communities interested in starting or expanding DEC programs. The Alliance supports a nationwide network of professionals serving drug endangered children by providing referrals to experts, updated research on topics concerning drug endangered children, and best practice information.
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http://www.ebasedprevention.org/index.asp?id=2571 

The recent trends of methamphetamine use and meth labs in Ohio show an increase in the abuse and production of this drug, and it's effects on the children and community around this activity. To help combat this disturbing trend, the Ohio Resource Network for Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities, with cooperation and support from the Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services, has compiled numerous resources to help educate Ohio residents in order to assist the prevention efforts surrounding this deadly issue.

Office of National Drug Control Policy – ONDCP - Drug Endangered Children

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/enforce/dr_endangered_child.html 

http://methresources.gov 
Some agencies have developed protocols to use when responding to these situations:

Arizona Drug Endangered Children (DEC) Multidisciplinary/Integrated Protocol (PDF)

Drug Endangered Children: Idaho’s Law Enforcement Protocols and Procedures (PDF)

“How to Care for Children Removed from a Drug Endangered Environment” (PDF)

Medical Protocols for Children Found at Methamphetamine Labs (PDF)

Pierce County (Washington) Drug Endangered Children Protocol (PDF)

Stevens County (Washington) Meth Site Child Response Protocol (PDF) 

We Care: Recommended Best Practices Addressing the Needs of Drug Endangered Children (PDF) 

The following examples of enacted and proposed legislation change the way DEC cases are handled:

Arizona:
A.R.S. 13-3623 (passed in 2000)—created liability when a person places a child in a location where a methamphetamine lab exists

A.R.S. 12-1000 (passed in 2003)—makes is unlawful to anyone other than the property owner/manager to enter a property where drugs were being manufactured until it is cleaned by a state-approved site remediation firm. This ensures that children will not be returned to a drug laboratory site until it is determined to be safe. 

Georgia:
HB 1131 (introduced January 2004)—will create an offense of endangering a child through the unlawful manufacture of methamphetamine, amphetamine, or a mixture containing either substance

Louisiana
Revised Statute 14:93.A (2) (amended in 2004)—identifies as an offense the intentional or criminally negligent exposure by anyone age 17 or older of any child under age 17 to a clandestine laboratory operation in a situation where it is foreseeable that the child may be physically harmed. Lack of knowledge of the child's age can not be used as a defense. 

North Dakota
HB 1351 (passed in 2003)—makes it a felony to expose children or vulnerable adults to a controlled substance, precursor, or drug paraphernalia.

Washington
HB 2610 (passed in 2002)—establishes a felony for endangerment of a child by exposure to methamphetamine or its precursors.

RCW 26.44.200 (passed in 2002)—requires the investigating law enforcement officer to contact the Department of Social and Health Services immediately if a child is found at a meth lab

DEC Programs
Following are examples of DEC programs that have been developed throughout the United States

Arizona Drug Endangered Children Program
Colorado Drug Endangered Children, Inc.
Drug Endangered Children Task Force (California)

Georgia Alliance for Drug Endangered Children 

Iowa Drug Endangered Children 

Kansas Alliance for Drug Endangered Children
Los Angeles Drug Endangered Children Response Team 

National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children 

Nevada Alliance for Drug Endangered Children 

Oregon Alliance for Drug Endangered Children 

Riverside County Drug Endangered Children Program
Shasta County Drug Endangered Children Program
South Dakota Alliance for Drug Endangered Children
Texas Alliance for Drug Endangered Children
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Arizona Alliance for Drug Endangered Children Program (DEC) Annual Report 2004 (PDF)
December 2004
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Oregon Department of Human Services, August 2003
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Orange County Social Services Agency, November 2003

Pediatrics Departments Team Up to Provide Health Care for Drug Endangered Children (PDF)
Des Moines, Iowa, October 2003

Research Overview: Methamphetamine Production, Precursor Chemicals, and Child Endangerment (PDF)
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Other
Behind the Drug: The Child Victims of Meth Labs
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See MethResources: Publications and Research for additional publications concerning drug endangered children.
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