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they are 21.  He courageously told of having to make a choice 
between furthering his education or being able to pay for his 
medication to stay healthy. Kierra was also heard when she told 
of her own concern for continued care for an eye condition that 
needed treatment. They spoke up for the 1,300 youth aging out 
of foster care and they were heard.

The Governor listened with legislators that joined him at 14 
health care forums around the state to highlight the importance 
of offering health care coverage to all children . They listened to 
Dan, a homebuilder, and his wife Jama, from Sidney. No insurer 
will cover their oldest son Jacob, who is a cancer survivor. Jacob 
had a bone marrow transplant at the age of one. Now ten years 
old, Jacob is cancer free, full of life and smart as a button but  
the insurance companies don’t want to take a risk on him.  They 
listened to Jeff and Paula, who have a son with Down syndrome.  
A dozen companies have refused coverage, or set the price at 
$3,000 per month. They listened and created a Premium As-
sistance program for these families to be able to buy-in to the 
Medicaid program.  This program will also provide help to fami-
lies who have exceeded their life time coverage for mental health 
services for their children. We often see these families through 
service coordination and are sometimes the reason custody  
relinquishment is discussed. 

PCSAO thanks Governor Strickland for introducing a budget 
that recognizes the need for new dollars in our child protection 
system.  The Senate added the provision for medical coverage for 
youth aging out of foster care and in Conference Committee an 
agreement was reached to create a new program for health  
coverage for children with special needs above 300% of poverty. 
That, coupled with expanding State Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) eligibility from 200% to 300% will make 
55,000 more children eligible for health care in our state.

There are so many people who made all of this possible, but we 
must tip our hats and express deep gratitude on behalf of the 
children and families we serve to Gov. Ted Strickland; Sen. Presi-
dent Bill Harris; Sen. Minority Leader Theresa Fedor; Speaker of 
the House Rep. Jon Husted: House Minority Leader Rep. Joyce 
Beatty; Rep. Jimmy Stewart; Rep. Mark Wagoner; Rep. Jon Pe-
terson; Rep. Mike Skindell; Sen. Tom Neihaus; Sen. John Carey; 
Sen. Jeff Jacobson; Sen. Ray Miller and Sen. Dale Miller. We also 
thank Melissa Craddock, Senior Policy Staff in the House of Rep-
resentatives and Melissa Bacon and Brian Perera of the Senate. 

We also thank Pari Sabety, Director of Ohio of Budget and 
Management (OBM), David Ellis, and Susan Alexander from 
OBM; Janetta King, Policy Director for Governor Ted Strickland 
and Robin Harris, Executive Assistant for Health and Human 
Services for Governor Ted Strickland. 

To each and every one of them we say thank you.  We will 
continue to work to make certain that we continue to protect 
children and support families. 

By Gayle Channing Tenenbaum
Legislative Director

Governor Strickland and the 
Ohio Legislature made a 
commitment this year to “live 

within their means and invest in what 
is important” and they did exactly that 
in this budget. With almost no new 
dollars they realigned resources so that 
we could protect our most vulnerable 
children and keep them safe and in 

permanent homes. They also invested in giving them a sound 
early start with dollars for early care and education and access to 
health care.  Highlights of the 2008-2009 Budget include:

•  1,950 youth who aged out of foster care will now be able 
receive health care until they are 21;
•  55,000 more children are eligible for health care in Ohio, in-
cluding children who have used all of their insurance for mental 
health coverage;
•  6,100 additional children will be served in the Help Me Grow 
program;
•  1,200 children will be served with additional Access to Better 
Care dollars from several sources;
•  6,600 families will receive an increase in the Adoption Assis-
tance Subsidy;
•  3,200 new early care and education slots are open for three and 
four year old children; and
•  4,300 new children will be served by increasing the eligibility 
of the Early Learning Initiative program to 200 percent.

Ohio has now become a leader in supporting child welfare 
programs and children’s health and early care and education! It is 
up to all of us to use these resources wisely to reach the outcomes 
that are expected from this investment.  Our goals include:
1.  Increasing the number of children adopted from foster care;
2.  Practicing so that fewer children enter foster care;
3.  Increasing supports for families who need that little bit of 
extra help;
4.  Providing early intervention for children with behavioral 
health needs;
5.  Seeing that fewer youth are committed to the Department of 
Youth Services with severe mental illness or co-occurring illnesses;
6.  Screening and assessing more young children for behavioral 
health needs;
7.  Expanding the availability of home and community based 
behavioral health treatment for children and youth.

Governor Strickland and Ohio legislators listened very carefully 
when Terry, from Fairfield County, shared how important it is  
for youth who age out of foster care to have insurance until 
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Guest Column

Working Together: Juvenile Justice and Child Protection
By Thomas J. Stickrath
Director, Ohio Department of  
Youth Services

Over the past two years as Director 
for the Department of Youth Services 
I have had the privilege of witnessing 
several encouraging examples of the 
child welfare and juvenile justice sys-
tems working together.  Because of the 
overlap in population, many times both 
systems serve the same youth.  

The typical profile of a youth in the juvenile justice system demon-
strates it best.  For many, the common thread between these kids is 
their history of maltreatment, physical, sexual and emotional abuse 
and a generational tradition of involvement with both systems.  
Research studies have documented that childhood maltreatment 
increases the likelihood of future delinquency and criminality.  We 
have learned that a connection also exists between violent victim-
ization of juveniles and violent offending by those same juveniles.  

Due to the relationship between past trauma and criminal  
behavior, the child welfare and juvenile justice systems cannot be 
easily separated.  Overlap exists in the increasing number of youth 
with significant conduct disorders and mental health needs, as well 
as the disproportionate number of minorities represented in each 
of the systems.  Both systems also share many of the same provid-
ers where oftentimes duplicate services to youth and their families 
are given.  Although overlap can not always be avoided, it’s our  
job to make sure we are working together toward the same goal, 
and ensuring that our plans for youth and families are not contra-
dicting each other.

Because of the two system’s tendency to serve the same clientele 
and use the same providers, it is imperative that we focus our 
efforts on improving communication between the systems.  The 
challenge is to discover and improve integration in a way that  
prevents or reduces child maltreatment and delinquency and  
produces better outcomes for children, youth and their families.   

An example of expanding our statewide collaborative efforts in the 
area of earlier identification of children with serious conduct and 
behavior problems is the Access to Better Care (ABC) Initiative.  
Studies have shown that prevention and early intervention services 
which focus on identifying and providing services to at-risk 
families and communities are the single most cost effective way 
to prevent juvenile delinquency.  Another example of successful 
collaboration is with the Intensive Home and Community Services 
model.  This program includes identifying at-risk siblings and 
providing wraparound services for the entire family.  

A further example is illustrated by the work that the Franklin 
County’s Family and Children First Council is doing through our 
Partnerships for Success initiative.  Franklin County has a zip code 
area that ranks first in the county for youth between the ages of 
16-19 not in school, second in the county for truancy, third for 
felonies, and seventh for commitments to DYS.  Because of these 
statistics, employment and training strategies, along with trauma 
prevention and early intervention approaches directed toward 
parents and youth will be planned and  
implemented this year.

Another example of collaboration on a state and local level is the 
Behavioral Health / Juvenile Justice initiative.  In one of the pilot 
counties, this initiative has provided the impetus for increased 
dialogue among the juvenile court, the county ADAMH board 
and the county children’s services board.  The result has been joint 
investments in expanded community-based care, in turn giving the 
public children services agencies and juvenile court more options 
to effectively treat youth in their own community. 

Although we have begun to build a foundation of collaboration, 
there is still much to accomplish.  No one system can provide the 
support needed by so many of our children, youth and families.  
With that said, I am encouraged with the dedication that already 
exists in so many groups throughout the state.  There is no doubt 
the result of our efforts will increase the success rate of the youth 
within Ohio’s child welfare and juvenile justice systems. 

the work of policymakers to review our laws and minimize “cracks 
in the system” to prevent such instances in the future.  Child 
protection is important work, and we will never be able to totally 
predict human behavior – but we continue to evolve our abilities 
for improvement.

Questions Continue
New research by Joseph Doyle from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology shows that maintaining children with their 
families produces better outcomes than foster care in most  
cases.  (The study was summarized in an article by USA Today  
last month, entitled: Study: Troubled homes better than  
foster care). Professionals continue to discern which cases  
to provide preventive, in-home services. Given that federal  
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funds currently support foster care instead of in-home services; 
it is a challenge to effectively manage our available resources.  
We are also working to effectively partner with our mental health 
and substance abuse experts.

Next Steps
Our work is laid out for us as we develop sound public policy 
and program excellence for safe children, stable families, and 
supportive communities.  We must continue our progress on key 
outcomes, embrace the progressive changes for our work includ-
ing the new biennial budget opportunities, and adapt our work as 
research informs us.  We will also continue to deal with tragedies, 
and celebrate each child, youth and family success.  I am inspired, 
how about you? 
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2007 PCSAO Annual Conference

Y         ou are invited to the 2007 PCSAO Annual conference.   
The conference is an opportunity for us to reflect on the past 
year, learn from and teach one another, and share our  

collective wisdom. We come together this year to celebrate our  
'Keys to Success.'-- Kelly Lynch, PCSAO President 

For registration brochure, workshop schedule, conference  
highlights and more information about the conference please 
visit www.pcsao.org/AnnualConference.htm. 

 

Counties: Please Donate a Basket!
Each Ohio County features its own charm and niches that make  
it special. We invite you to showcase those unique attributes by  
filling a gift basket for this year’s conference with items that highlight 
your county. The gift baskets will be displayed at the conference and 
distributed as door prizes. We will highlight counties which donate 
baskets in our conference brochure, please send us a list of donors by 
August 3, 2007. 

If you have any questions or need further information please contact: 
Jeed Jitprasert, Conference Coordinator 
Phone: (614) 224-5802
Fax: (614) 228-5150
E-mail: jeed@pcsao.org
 
 

Save the Date and Register!

Keys to Success: Resources, Partnership, 
Knowledge, Commitment, Leadership
September 26 – 28, 2007
Doubletree Worthington/Columbus Hotel


